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cvomdern e permanci control of the
Vicwong, day and night. u: neagly all
restis in lact no more iitan “secure by
Toenhich s obviously & very rclative
cUseeurity, Tae government I Saigon

chove Hitie or no Influeince with peasants
exposed to intimida-
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¢ of Soutin Vicinam scems 1o
csawy lost. Onl y five million people
Oa popuwladon of x4 million live in

~0n nmt can reasonably be classed a
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“evianentiv seenve. Almost all are town
dewcticrs, One Vietnamese minister ¢om-
©oad the Saigon government's  position

“anothar of Gcncral de Gaulle when he
s fight back from London in 1940,
e Americans, the multi-billion-dollar
~n s wiether the South Vietnamese
want to be comununist can
oeoran themseives at this late hour the
Coaowill o Gghe thedr way back. In the
L one else can hold tacir country for
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Veihat do the Vietnamese want ?

Nu onc can say thh aumonty wlm‘ “the
Soutl Victnamese ” want. The only general
clections held since the I’rench luft n 1954
were Lhom under Diem, which were rigged.
¢ can safely be assmmd that most South
\’lL ramese want to be free of foreign
interference (ficrce resistance to it is a
constant in their history) and also that most
of them would appreciate peace.  Should
ihe United States withdraw, and exchange
the prospect of an Indefinitely protmctgd,
horrible war for the chance of secing a
united communist Viemam under Hanoi
detach itsclf sconer” or later from Peking's
S:aﬂhcncc and strike an independent Titoist
iine ? It is-a case that iy casicr to argue in
wmgx or Awerica than on the ground in
Vietnanm,

The lack of serious anti-American feeling
in Saigon is a constant surprise to visitors,
considering how the American presence
spm\\'ls, often unattractively, across the
wiole heart of the town. A survey of the
known  amitudes  of . the factions that
dominate South Vietnam gives the following
result: the 1} million Catholics, many of
whont Ieit the north to escape Hanoi’s rule
in 19354, ;mpmcably opposed to the
cemmurnists and want the Ammcans to help
fight tacia ; so do the 1) million followers
ol the Toa Teo sect, whose determination

Looindependent (altlmu*m theiv desire is

cooiree dior Hao rather than free South
Lg.;,\;mwv) nas made their heme provinces

A e Cambodian border the most secure
3 in il wiioie country outside the towns;

2 million Cao Dai also want to run
i aiwirs frec from  Vietcong
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count 'y'q million
b_\/ the
benzes {as the monks ave calied), who cer
wwinly  command  their xmmct although
asvestor-wership S @itz smAppxl'QV
Jominant religious principle, Most of these
acenle five in the Mekene Delta santh of
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dangzerous neuiralisis.

But no-onc is sure wiat their leaders really -

want (their leaders give cvery sign of not
having thox:gm their ideas tbrough them-
selves), Wiar they say Lhey want is to lead

a broadly-bused popmm movement song
cuaugh to resist the Viewcong in the
viiages.  Uacy belleve, apsy ,L.u.my, that a
ocneral  clection  would allow  them 1o .
establish & government that would provide
a road to peace, vecause it wouid cvcmuall;
become strenz enough 1o negotiaie with the
Victcong o ecuil teras,  They say this

might be in
tme, they -y tacy want e
stay and he oo fighe the

The abo

Americans (o

war.

Lo appuear an aruficial way
Sonese opinion to those
ae Viewcong have quite’

oG udu., and that the

eessavily  regard  the

who beliov L.
staply wor ot
peasants <
Americars -~2 L
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nings do not appear so-
systematic and ruth:
Vietcong huve used

aaree vaass' tine. In the mean--

- Vietnam ; the Hoa Hao ,mq C

adaa as the numbcr'
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is well documcented, and every f{;xy he
soldiers in the ficld comc across
cvidc*m that the terrorism gocos ca: dis

nbowelled women and Ln“dm., .,,;r(xcma
men, Morally, the Amcrican laciics
ing aimed at \hctconD units is hard
parabic with this terrorism.

The fact the American prese
anpears 1o have thic approvas of e pec
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they are hyim L6 heip doos act, howevar,
mcan that there is & united South Vict-
namese will to bear the Vietcong, or 0 do
anything else.  The DBuddhists and the
Catholics distrust cach other intenscly ; e
southern Buddhists distrust the portherners,
;whom they suspect of wanting ¢
autonomous, neutralist sl

10 go their own way. I oseems
if the Americans left, South Vier
not have the political substance 1o survive
for a month. There are signs of improve-
mient iy the past year, but agam not enough
for opiimism, This means that the A
cans may be left holding.
indefinitely, '
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There are at Jeast three Amcrican views
in Saigon of how to escane, In one, military
power, escalaiion deterrence  pre-
dominate, giving the hope of a more or less
quick solution. Some Amgrican officials in
Saigon, while they have been lefr with no
illusions  about Marshal Ky's  political
qualities and acceptability to the Vietnamese
people, feel that this is not the time to
cncourage the necessarily slow and messy
pmu.ss ol creating representative govern-
neat instimu’ons Unfo:tunatcly, helping
Muulml Ky to stay in power from menth
to month could mein iml)ing bim to frus-
trate indefinitely ihe process of political
development, The government is working
seriously on the preparatiens for the
clections, out  Marshal I(y’s frequent
declarations sbout how icug he means 10
retain power do not improve the aimo-
sphere. A scrious Buddhist boycou of the
clections would be a disaster.
Of couise, the Americans do not control

and

the  Saigon  government—as  has  been
demonstrated  all oo often since 1954,

resumably, no government could survive
i they withdrew their support; but the
Diem gpoc.h showed just how hard it is to

cxercise this kind of negative power in posi- _

tive ways. On the other hand, they are
involved divecily in the adminiswauon of
the country, and have a capacity to run a
number of things themselves with liude
reference to Saigon.  So a clear view of
what they are “ler would The
evidence 1n South Vietmam docs suggest
soine serious confusion.

help.
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appears o be to allow the Viemamese
nolitical nower nlav—the struacale between

taking at most a moderating
mcanwhile to set ﬁbout buitdy
Victnam ex nowvo, largely with
means and with limited 1cf ren
{'he alternative political sir
ing South Vieuiam on t‘k T
native organising principle that ha
there—religion—has appure uly "ccc;
o
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aside for the time being, cven thoug
mop“ in Saigon suill think it offers ¢
if not, nAc.«,cc’., the only, chiance of sucCes
Instead, the word that is being handed dewn
from A( irassador Lodge's QAA.CL, and that
emanates by implication from  Goneral
Lausdale’s private” .t.uo“-bu‘df:}g opera-
tion, is that a new “ pragmati breed of
politicians must be swamoned forth {rom
Viemum’s womb. anmmm, bcing inwer-
preted, means “ more like us ' aien who,
mstead of feeling Buddhist or Hea Hao or
Catholic, will think of iheraselves as South
Victnamese, and work wicleh cau‘dly for
the common good rather than for §
or family advancement. There ace suc}:
men in Vietnam, but not many vy
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The Lansdale operation

General Lansdale, who ¢
in south-cast Asian history
building up Magsaysay as a nati

o ddgat the hul\q i the
now on his sccond tour of
nam, having been asked pers
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his special aura of
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Lub South Vietnamese nnister for
ticnary  develepment, who s




